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GRANTS TOTALLING $120,000 AWARDED TO ASSIST VOCATIONS
Organization Assumes Student Debts for Those Making Vows of Poverty

The Mater Ecclesiae Fund for Vocations (MEFV) announced August 1, 2008 that seven men and women 
were awarded grants under its St. John Vianney and St. Joseph Student Debt Relief Grant Programs.  
This is the first-ever grant under the St. John Vianney program, which assists young men entering the 
diocesan priesthood or Societies of Apostolic Life whose charism is to form men for service as parish 
priests.

The St. John Vianney grant recipient, Zachary Akers, will enter the Fraternal Society of St. Peter on 
September 18, 2008.  He is a 2005 graduate of Christendom College in Front Royal, VA.

Six St. Joseph grants were awarded to one man and five women who are aspirants to a variety of 
religious communities.

¥ Michael Baggot has begun formation with the Legionaries of Christ at their Novitiate in 
Cheshire, CT.

¥ Sarah Bielejeski and Kathleen Collins will be entering the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia 
Congregation, better known as th Nashville Dominicans, on August 9, 2008.

¥ Angela Hoffman is a novice with the Religious Sisters of Mercy of Alma, MI, with the religious 
name Sr. Mary Micaela, R.S.M.

¥ Shannon Schoppe will enter the Passionist Nuns of St. Joseph Monastery in Whitesville, KY 
sometime this summer.

¥ Elizabeth Webster will begin her life with the Community of St. John in Princeville, IL on 
August 26, 2008.

The MEFV will make monthly payments on the seven granteesÕ total student debts of $120,000 
throughout their years of formation, with a guarantee that the debts will be fully paid by the fifth 
anniversary of their ordination or final vows.  If any of the grantees were to leave formation, the grant 
would be cancelled.
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The MEFV is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, founded in 2006 to remove the serious obstacles that 
student loans present to individuals who seek to answer GodÕs call to consecrate themselves in the 
priesthood or religous life.  

Because of the vow of poverty, people entering religious life must be free of all debt.  A similar situation 
exists in some Societies like the FSSP, which requires that its entrants be free of debt, as well.  However, 
the high cost of a college education means that many young people must take student loans to attend 
college, and the difficulty of paying off these loans -- often tens of thousands of dollars -- can delay or in 
some cases prevent many qualified individuals from responding to their vocation to religious life.

For its summer application period, the MEFV received 29 applications, but was able to issue only seven 
grants, due to limited funds.  ÒWe wish we could have awarded grants to all our candidates.  The Church 
needs these young men and women serving in the priesthood and religious life,Ó said Corey Huber, 
executive director of the MEFV.  ÒUnfortunately, there were not enough funds available for all.Ó

Additional information can be obtained by visiting MEFVÕs website at http://fundforvocations.org/.
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